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Chapter One
Niagara River 
Greenway Team





Niagara River Greenway 
Commission Members

• Lisa Chimera, Senate appointment 2020

• Treasurer Sean Edwards, Governor appointment,  2010

• Joseph Emminger, Assembly appointment, 2017

• Sam Magavern, Assembly appointment-Community Liaison, 
2014

• Steve Broderick, Senate appointment- Municipal Government 
Liaison, 2017

• New York Power Authority, Lou Paonessa 2013

• Department of Environmental Conservation, Erin Redding 
2022

• Department of Transportation, Jim Cuozzo 2020

• New York State Parks, Mark Mistretta 2018

• Department of State, Ginger Ursitti 2023

• Empire State Development, Lynn Marinelli 2019



Niagara River Greenway Staff Members

➢Greg Stevens, Executive Director

➢Lisa Vitello, Administrative Manager

➢Michelle Lockett, Community Engagement Manager
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History



Commission History

• On September 21, 2004 Governor George E. Pataki announced his approval of Chapter 460 of 
the Laws of 2004 establishing the Niagara River Greenway and creating a public benefit 
corporation for the purpose of creating a Niagara River Greenway Plan and its subsequent 
implementation.

• The Niagara River Greenway Commission was charged with creating the plan that would 
develop a linear system of parks and trails.  

• The Niagara River Greenway plan was adopted by thirteen municipalities located along the 
Niagara River.

• The Niagara River Greenway plan would highlight the Niagara River in terms of its history, 
economic vitality and ecological significance.  Key elements of this plan include increased public 
access to the Niagara River, development of a trail system with complimentary connections to 
land access points, balanced economic growth that compliments the natural scenic 
environment, preservation and enhancement of environmental resources and the celebration 
of the region’s cultural, environmental and historical heritage. 

• The mission and vision of the Niagara River Greenway Plan is to serve the communities located 
along the Niagara River in advancing the ecological and economic restoration of the Niagara 
Corridor to become a regional and global destination that tells the story of where we’ve been 
and where we would like to go in the future.  The Niagara River Greenway Commission is tasked 
with stewardship of the Shoreline Trail, connecting parks, conservation areas and communities 
along the length of the Niagara River.  This world class corridor of places, parks and landscapes 
celebrate and interprets our unique natural, cultural, recreational, scenic and historical heritage 
by providing access to and connections between these important resources giving rise to 
economic opportunities for the region. 



Standing Committee Structure and Fund 
Allocation

Buffalo and Erie County Greenway Fund Standing Committee
$2,000,000.00

Ecological Standing Committee
$1,000,000.00

New York State Parks Standing Committee
$3,000,000.00

Niagara County Host Community Standing Committee
• School Districts receive 40%
• Niagara Falls School District 14.0%                ($420,000)
• Lewiston Porter School District 14.0%          ($420,000)
• Niagara Wheatfield School District 12.0%    ($360,000)

• Municipalities receive 60%
• City of Niagara Falls 17.0%                             ($510,000)
• Town of Lewiston 17.0%                                 ($510,000)
• Niagara County 13.0%                                     ($390,000)
• Town of Niagara 13.0%                                   ($390,000)
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Three
Performance 
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Finances and 
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Niagara 
River 
Greenway 
Budget 
2023



Projects Reviewed and found Consistent by      
the Commission 

January 2022 to November 2022

Delaware Park Point of the Meadow 
Shelter Enhancement Project

Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy



South Park Clubhouse Enhancement Project
Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy



Aquarium of Niagara Gorge Discovery Center    
Project



Gill Creek Master Plan and Hyde Park Lake Living Shoreline              
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper



Tifft Nature Preserve Accessible Trail      
Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences 



Creating the 
Stonehaven 
Nature 
Preserve



Tatler Club Renovation Project 



Art Park Trail Connector Project



Robert Moses Parkway Removal Phase 2 - Scoping 



Town of Porter Fitness Court



Meadow Sweet Nature Preserve 
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Niagara River 
Greenway Priorities

• Comfort Facilities and Bike Stations

• Programs and funding to maintain trails 
and amenities

• Continue with Youth Stewardship and 
Education

• Generating and pursuing high quality 
projects. Encourage municipalities to 
develop and propose projects that are 
highly consistent with the Greenway 
Plan

• Creating partnership signature events

• Public Art that tells a story



Feature Project





Newly 
paved 

Parkway 
Trail

Niagara Shoreline Trail



Niagara 
Shoreline 
Trail Bike 

Logos



Academy Park
Public Art and 
Placemaking 



Chapter Five
Highlights



NYS Scenic By-Ways Project  Multi-Use Trail (NY Route 
265 and NY Route 384 (River Road) Pin  5760.75



Reddy Bike and Niagara 
River Greenway Partnership    
• Devils Hole State Park

• Whirlpool State Park

• DeVeaux Woods State Park





Mark Your Calendars for the 17th Annual 
Paddles Up Niagara set for Saturday July 29th!

Paddles Up Niagara





Continuing Youth Stewardship



Maple Avenue 
School 

Pollinator 
Garden 

Activities





Thanks to Cerrone Construction and the Niagara Falls 
School District Maintenance Team for preparing our Pollinator Garden Site























Get in Touch

Home | niagaragreenway (niagararivergreenway.com)
Visit our Niagara River Greenway Website

Niagara River Greenway Commission - Home | Facebook
Join our Facebook page

Contact our Staff
Stevens, Gregory (PARKS) Gregory.Stevens@parks.ny.gov
(Executive Director)
Vitello, Lisa (PARKS) Lisa.Vitello@parks.ny.gov
(Administrative Manager)
Michelle (PARKS) Michelle.Lockett@parks.ny.gov
(Community Engagement Manager)

https://www.niagararivergreenway.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NiagaraRiverGreenway/
mailto:Gregory.Stevens@parks.ny.gov
mailto:Lisa.Vitello@parks.ny.gov
mailto:Michelle.Lockett@parks.ny.gov

